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By Arielle Cameron  

Loudonville High School’s 

choir participated in the Ohio Music 

Education Association (OMEA) choir 

competition at Whitehall on Saturday, 

March 4th. 

"I'm excited.  Though I get 

pretty anxious, I'm confident we'll do 

great. This is my third year and I've 

loved doing it. Essentially all the hard 

work we put into each note and each 

detail comes to this moment so it's 

awesome to put it all out there," said 

Brooklyn Williams, a junior at LHS 

and choir member, before the competi-

tion.  

The Men’s Ensemble, Class C; 

Symphonic Mixed SATB, Class A, 

and Sweet 16 Chamber Women, all 

received superior ratings and will be 

moving on to the OMEA state compe-

tition in April.” 

 

“It’s a good event for the 

choir, a good bonding experience,” 

said Casen Rhees, freshman and choir 

member. 

 Choir achieves superiors at OMEA  

By Jerrod Ward 

 On March 4th, the LHS con-

cert band went to John Glenn High 

School to compete so that they could 

advance to state and compete at state. 

The band performed 

“American Volunteer”, 

“Beyond the Cosmos”, and 

“The Rings of Saturn”.  

OMEA, the Ohio Music Ed-

ucation Association, is the 

organization that promotes 

music in schools from ele-

mentary to college alike.  

 “I think we per-

formed at our best we have 

in the years I have been in 

here,” said band director 

Angela Spreng 

 After the band arrived at John 

Glenn, the band made their way to 

their home room, where they spent 

time before and after the performance.  

 The band gets 25 minutes to 

warm up in a warm up room, where 

they can play through and talk about 

the pieces and tune their instruments. 

Near the end of their warm up time, 

someone will come get the percussion-

ist and the set up crew to set up the 

stage for the band and to make sure 

percussion instruments are all there.  

 Afterwards, the band enters on 

stage (which was a gym) where people 

sit, ready to watch and where three 

judges sit with the score of the music 

and recorders to talk about what they 

liked or disliked.  

 After the band performs, they 

file out straight into a sight-reading 

room where they will be given a ran-

dom piece and have 4 minutes for eve-

ryone to look over the 

piece quietly, then an-

other 4 to talk as a 

whole band then they 

performed it. After that, 

the band waited for their 

score.   

 “I feel that we 

really entertained the 

crowd, we had one of 

our best sight reading 

performances of the 

year” said Mrs. Spreng  

 The Band re-

ceived a high 2 in total, they received 

straight 2s across the board from all 

the main judges and received a 1 in 

sight reading.  The band made Mrs. 

Spreng, and the school, proud Friday 

doing the best they could.  

 

LHS concert band goes to OMEA competition 
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Under the sea 

Cast of The Little Mermaid 

Loose lips sync ships 

By Abbie Kline 

The senior class project, a lip 

sync battle, is this Saturday, March 

11th. The event will be held at the His-

toric Ohio Theater in Loudonville. The 

battle will begin at 7:00 p.m., with 

doors opening at 6:30. Tickets are be-

ing sold in the office at Loudonville 

High School and at Buzzards Shoe 

Store in downtown Loudonville. There 

will also be tickets available at the 

door the night of the event if seats are 

still available. Tickets will be five dol-

lars for students and ten dollars for 

adults.  

There are eleven teams that 

will be participating in the battle of the 

lips and three highly esteemed judges 

who will determine the winners of the 

contest. The judges will be Mr. Lemke, 

Mrs. Ross, and Mr. Spreng. A first, 

second, and third place prize will be 

awarded in the form of trophies that 

were created by the school’s 3-D print-

er.  

The participants will be judged 

on choreography, props, and overall 

stage appearance.  

 Continued on page 3 

By Emily Weber 

 The high school drama club is 

putting on the musical The Little Mer-

maid on March 17th, 18th, 19th, 24th, 

and 25th at the Ohio Theater in down-

town Loudonville. The shows will 

begin at 7:00 p.m. except for on Sun-

day, March 19th where it will begin at 

2:00 p.m.  

There are around 325 seats 

open in the Ohio Theater and anyone 

can attend. Director Sally Hollenbach 

predicts that the show will be sold out 

every night, so get your tickets now 

because it is first come first serve. Pre-

sale tickets should be on sale at the 

Loudonville high schools in the main 

office. 

“The play is coming along 

great, we are definitely going to be 

ready come show time. I think we are 

going to surprise the audience, it is not 

only going to be a great performance, 

but it is also going to be a lot of fun to 

preform,” said Hollenbach. 

Alongside Sally Hollenbach to 

make this performance possible is Mr. 

Stout the music director assisted by 

Mr. Conley, Cory Noble is running the  

sound system, Deaunna Morgan is 

making the costumes with the assis-

tance of Ellis Lingenfelter, Mary Mur-

ry is making the sets and props, Traci 

Cooper is helping with administrative 

duties, and Marissa Burd is helping 

with publicity.    

Traci Cooper picked out this 

play mainly for the reason that we 

have a lot of girls and this play con-

tains lots of girl lead roles. She also 

thought it would be fun not only for 

the students to preform it but also for 

the community to come watch. 

The drama program lost some 

great seniors last year including, Kate 

Wallrabenstein, Bronson 

Mosher, Madison Wiredu, and 

Carson Chipner. These were 

some huge shoes to fill, which 

took some under classmen 

stepping up to fill them. It is 

going to be a great show and 

you may be surprised, so go get 

your tickets early to be sure 

you can get a seat.  

The lead cast member list:  

Ariel—Gwyneth Hollenbach 

Prince Eric—Gaven Wiredu 

King Triton—Laine Heffelfinger 

Ursula—Saylor Lewis 

Sebastian—Izak Kaiser 

Scuttle—Stephanie Kilne 

Flounder—Grace Scarberry 

Chef Louis—Kaleb Gongwer 

Mer Sister—Hannah Brightbill 

Mer Sister—Carolyn Glaser 

Mer Sister—Danielle Shumaker 

Mer Sister—Madison Carrey 

Mer Sister—Olivia MacQueen 

Mer Sister—Brooklyn Williams 
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Con�nued from page 2 

Some of the songs that will be 

presented that night are:  Eye of the 

Tiger by Survivor, We are Family from 

the movie Ice Age, Wannabe by Spice 

Girls, and Cheerleader by OMI.  

 The event promises to be a lot 

of fun and the senior class is encourag-

ing everyone to come to the theatre to 

support the Loudonville High School 

and its students. Everyone from the 

staff to students are going involved in 

this epic lip sync battle. Students are 

encouraged to invite their friends and 

family. When asked about his expecta-

tions for the lip sync battle, senior 

Connor Young responded “I am ecstat-

ic. It will be the best performance ever, 

better than the backstreet boys,” said 

Young. 

The senior class hopes the pro-

ject is successful and raises a lot of 

money, which goes to benefit the sen-

ior class and the Loudonville Schools 

Foundation. In years past, there has 

been dodgeball tournaments, an Othel-

lo rendition, and a Tuffy run.  Last 

year, the senior class raised just over 

two-thousand dollars from their talent 

show. Senior class president Rylie We-

ber hopes to beat last year’s class in 

the money amount raised. 

SPORTS 

By Abbie Kline 

The Ohio State indoor high 

school track championships were held 

at the University of Akron on Saturday, 

March 4th. Teams from all over the ar-

ea competed with appearances from 

schools such as St. Peters, Utica, Gil-

mour Academy, Temple Christian, and 

Black River. Senior Emily Weber was 

the only student from Loudonville who 

competed in the finals for the long 

jump event.  

Weber was among eighteen 

other individuals that qualified for the 

long jump finals event. She has been 

competing with the Ashland High 

School indoor track team since there 

was not enough people for a team from 

Loudonville. Weber’s athletic trainer 

from Ashland is Dan Fuller. She is 

coached by her mother, Laurie Weber. 

Before the state championships, Weber 

attended two other indoor track meets, 

winning fourth place at Bowling Green 

University, and first place at Oberlin 

College.  

Weber placed 13th in the state 

with a jump of fifteen feet and one 

inch. “Overall it was a good experi-

ence, it feels good to be back in the 

game,” said Weber. “It wasn’t my best 

jump, but I hope that I can continue to 

improve for outdoor track season.” 

Alexis Prater from Ridgewood placed 

first, Desiree Thomas from Springfield 

placed second and Romi Smith from 

Black River placed third.  

This is Weber’s first competi-

tive event in any long jump events 

since her freshman 

year season. She was 

sidelined during her 

sophomore and jun-

ior year due to tear-

ing her anterior cru-

ciate ligament (ACL) 

twice. Weber quali-

fied for the state 

championships her 

freshman year and 

placed third in the 

state with a jump of 

seventeen feet six 

inches. She set a 

school record with this jump, beating 

the previous record that was held by 

Ann Ajtaji.                     

“I cannot wait for the spring 

season of track where I can compete 

alongside my Loudonville teammates,” 

said Weber. She plans to continue to 

excel in long jump during regular track 

season and hopes to be able to qualify 

for the state championship again this 

year. 

Weber receiving her third place award at the Jesse 

Owens Memorial Stadium her freshman year. 

Emily Weber goes to State for indoor track 
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By Garret Dotson 

 With the 2017 NFL Combine 

over, the NFL draft is just around the 

corner. There are still pro-days for the 

hopeful athletes to showcase their tal-

ent to the 32 NFL teams. One prospect 

from Ashland University has reporters 

and NFL managers talking.  

 Adam Shaheen is a big kid, 

from a small school. Ashland is a Divi-

sion 2 college that sent Adam to 

achieve his dream of playing in the 

NFL. Adam was not highly recruited 

out of high school for football, but bas-

ketball instead. He played basketball at 

Pittsburgh-Johnstown, which is also a 

small Division 2 school. When he 

transferred to Ashland, he was 6’3, 

195lbs. But, after his sophomore year, 

Shaheen grew to 6’6, 280lbs. He said 

in an interview, “Chipotle helped me 

bulk up. A lot of Chipotle”. 

 Adam was very unheard of 

when entering the NFL combine. Now, 

he is the 3rd ranked tight end entering 

the 2017 Draft. At Ashland his soph-

more year, Adam broke the school rec-

ord with 70 receptions, 10 for touch-

downs. He had 16 touch-

downs, three of them over 

50 yards. 

 His combine 

numbers were very good 

for his height and weight. 

He ran a 4.79 40 yard 

dash, got 24 reps for 

bench press, and had a 

32.5 inch vertical. His 

numbers were impressive, 

and his combine was 

graded at a 5.59/10. He 

has some work to do be-

fore his pro day, so he can improve 

those numbers. Shaheen was predicted 

to go after the 4th round before the 

combine. Now, he is predicted to go in 

the first 3 rounds. It will be an interest-

ing draft day for a kid from Ashland, 

Ohio. 

Local prospect getting big looks from NFL scouts 

By Garret Dotson 

 The NFL free agency offsea-

son period is one of the most fan intri-

guing events in all of sports. With 

teams making trades and picking up 

free agents, players and coaches are 

moved all over the league to new fran-

chises. This year, free agency is going 

to be crazy because there are a lot of 

good players up for grabs. 

 Quarterbacks: Cur rently, 

Tony Romo is the main attraction for 

quarterback. He was the starting QB 

with the Dallas Cowboys for 13 years, 

but with the greatness Dak Prescott 

showed in the 2016-2017 season, it’s 

hard to put him as the 2nd string QB. 

The Tony Romo era has ended in Dal-

las. 

 The San Francisco got rid of 

their quarterback Colin Kaepernick. 

But, with the recent hiring of Kyle 

Shanahan, they picked up veteran QB 

Brian Hoyer, who played for the Hou-

ston Texans last year. 

 Running Backs: Adrian Pe-

terson, arguably one of the best run-

ning backs of all time, is leaving the 

Minnesota Vikings after 7 years. Last 

year, Adrian wasn’t very productive 

due to injuries, but hopes to land at a 

potential Super Bowl team. 

 Jamaal Charles was recently 

released by the Kansas City Chiefs and 

has currently not signed with another 

team. He is one of the best dual threat 

running backs in the league, and fanta-

sy football teams love to have him. 

 Wide Receivers: Brandon 

Marshall is considered one of the best 

Red-Zone threats in the NFL. He was 

recently released by the New York Jets 

and going to the New York Giants. He 

will be paired up with Odell Beckham 

Jr. and slot receiver Sterling Sheppard. 

The Giants will have no problem 

throwing the ball this year.  

 A big trade rumor is for Wide 

Receiver Brandin Cooks going to the 

Super Bowl champion New England 

Patriots for their Corner Back Mal-

colm Butler. Tom Brady would not be 

lacking targets if the trade proposal 

does go through.  

NFL Free Agency: trades and rumors 
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By Greg Griffin  

 The season is soon to start and 

the Indians are ready to play. The 

Cleveland Indians are ready to make it 

a better season this year. The Indians 

finished the 2016 season with a record 

of 94-67. After losing to the Chicago 

Cubs in the 2016 World Series, the 

team is ready to win this seasons 

World Series. Spring Training is start-

ing and the team may have a few 

changes to the lineup before the regu-

lar season starts. 

 Besides the MLB Spring 

Training, The Redbirds are ready to 

start their spring training with some on 

field practices, and some practices in 

the gym. The weather doesn’t help the 

team or the field when the Redbirds 

have a scrimmage against Wooster 

High school on Tuesday the 14th. The 

team needs to be ready when the time 

comes because the season is starting at 

the end of the month. The schedule is 

tough due to having three tough teams 

from last year’s state teams. The con-

ference games have changed with back 

to back games a week against the same 

team, making it tough on pitchers and 

the coach’s. 

 The Redbirds team has so 

much potential and talent. Having most 

of the players from last season, the 

players are ready to play and make this 

season better than last season. Head 

Coach Brandon Grimes is having a 

rough time with practices because of 

the weather. The rain and cold make it 

tough to have a good practice. If the 

weather gets better, then the field can 

get some work and the players can get 

back into the swing of playing base-

ball. 

 Now that basketball has ended, 

many of the starters from last year are 

ready to get their gear together and 

start practicing. Finally having their 

week off, Justin VanSickle, Greg Grif-

fin, Garrett Fry, Colton Quick, Mat-

thew Brightbill, Mason Huffman, Joe 

Henley, and Dakota Cutlip are ready to 

get to practice and work towards their 

first game. Even though most of the 

team was still in basketball, the rest of 

the team has worked hard and have got 

a good amount of practice in. 

 With less than a month before 

their first game, the Redbirds are get-

ting ready to split up JV and Varsity. A 

few young players are looking like 

they could help out the team this com-

ing season. Getting back into the sea-

son after taking off so long is hard for 

some players but it’s looking like most 

of the team has come ready to play and 

no one can wait to get a win against 

Wooster this coming Tuesday. The 

team has about 30 players on it so 

practicing in a gym is tough to get any 

work done. Coach Grimes is ready to 

have another great season with a group 

like this one. Last year, two players 

that he coached for 4 years were Aus-

tin VanSickle and Garrett Quickle. 

Both were leaders for the Loudonville 

team and Coach Grimes is hoping that 

a few seniors step up and lead the team 

this season. 

Players ready to start Spring training 

By Abbie Kline 

 Thomas Forbes qualified for 

the Ohio High School Athletic Associ-

ation (OHSAA) State Wrestling Tour-

nament after finishing in fourth place 

at the division III Garfield Heights 

District. This will be Forbes first ap-

pearance in the state wrestling meet.  

Forbes is a senior attending the Knox 

County Career Center.  He has been 

wrestling for Loudonville since his 

freshman year. His current wrestling 

record is thirty-eight wins and ten loss-

es.  

 The State Wrestling meet is 

being held at the Schottenstein Center 

in Columbus, Ohio. The tournament is 

Thursday, March 9th through Saturday, 

the 11th, with the finals being held on 

Saturday. Forbes wrestled a tough 

match in the 145 weight class Thurs-

day, at 3:10, and lost his first match 

five to two against   Derek Gross from 

Norwalk St. Paul’s, who’s record is 

now fifty-one wins and zero losses.  

Over the years, Loudonville has sent 

many individuals to the state wrestling 

tournament. Ryan Weber won the state 

championships for the 195 

weight class in 2014, the first 

student from Loudonville to win 

a state championship title since 

Tyler Scott in the 103 weight 

class in 2000.  

 Forbes is trained by head 

coach Chris Perretti, who teaches 

8th grade social studies and assis-

tant coach Seth Youngen, who 

teaches algebra II as well as fi-

nance and entrepreneurship. 

They are also assisted by former 

Loudonville wrestler Drew Low-

ry.  “I just want to do my best 

and place,” said Forbes. He 

hopes to be able to place at state for 

the first time in his high school career.  

Forbes goes to OHSAA State Wrestling Tournament 

Forbes wrestling at a previous meet this year 
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FEATURE 

 

By Hannah Lane  

  The teacher could hear 

the sounds of laughter and whispers 

from the students behind him. He con-

tinues to write the lesson on the bored 

but the class keeps getting louder. He 

finally turns around and sees that the 

whole class is on their phones. The 

students realize that the teacher is now 

looking at them, so they put their 

phones away and pay attention. 

 Once the teacher turns 

around and starts writing again the 

students pull their phones back out 

and start whispering and laughing 

again. This time the teacher had had 

enough and went around collecting 

all the student’s phones, even the 

phones of the students that were 

paying attention. Phones have be-

come resourceful these days, but in 

school phones have just become a 

distraction. 

 “Phones are a major dis-

tractions to students, they should 

not be using them at all during 

class,” said Pre-Calculous teacher 

Benjamin Drown. “The only time 

students should be using their phones 

is the last two minutes of class, when 

we are not doing anything.”  

 If the teachers feel that the 

phones are distracting the students, 

they are able to take the phone for the 

rest of the day. If it happens more than 

once though, the parents have to come 

into the school and get the phone from 

the office. 

 This year at the beginning of 

the year the school decided to put up 

sign around school saying where the 

students can use phones or not. The 

areas with red signs students are not 

able to use phone. In the areas with 

yellow signs the students can only use 

phones if it is okay with the teacher. 

Then the areas with green signs is 

where the students are allowed to use 

their phones, as long as it doesn’t inter-

rupt class. 

 Students stopped paying atten-

tion to the signs after the second week 

of school. Students walk down the 

hallway paying attention to their 

phones instead of where they were go-

ing or doing. “It is fine to be on your 

phone when we are not doing anything 

in class,” said senior Rylie Weber. 

“But, some people are on their phones 

way too much, and don’t pay attention 

in class or when walking in the hall.” 

 Phones do not only distract 

students during class, it can also help 

students cheat on quizzes and exams. 

The students could take pictures of the 

notes from class or anything they think 

will be on the test, and secretly look at 

their phones throughout the quizzes or 

exams. “I worry about this generations 

they are used to having knowledge at 

their fingertips,” said chemistry teach-

er Dan Weber. “Know a day’s students 

don’t have to work for knowledge, it is 

just there when they need it.” Stu-

dents do not have to worry about 

memorizing or studying for a class, 

when they can just use their phone 

and cheat. 

 “Students can use their 

phones as long as they ask the teach-

ers to,” said government teacher Eric 

Stoner. “..But if they abuse the power 

and have their phones out texting un-

der the table, they will have to put 

them away for good.” 

 Even when the class is done 

for the day phones can still distract 

people that are trying to work on 

homework for other classes. “A lot of 

the time people don’t turn their phones 

sound off, so when they get a text or 

even a notification, that will distract 

the people around them,” junior Katie 

Smart. But, that’s not only when class 

is done, that happens all the time when 

class is actually going on. 

Phones at school: distracting? 

Technology Takes Over: Junior Lauren 

Fliger surfs the web on her phone. 
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This was a survey of thirty students and teachers who answered the question “Do phones distract students in 

class?” 19 people said yes, and 11 people said no. 

 Students having phones at 

school does not always have to be a 

bad thing. Teachers could incorporate 

cell phones into how they teach their 

lessons. “Teachers could allow stu-

dents to look stuff up on their phones 

instead of getting out their computers,” 

said junior Lauren Fliger. “.. Also if 

we have assignments on Moodle we 

can do them on our phone.” 

 In this generation there are 

apps that you can get on your phone 

that can also help students in school. 

“Students are able to download apps 

like Desmos for math, or even iBook 

for reading,” said Rylie. 

 Teachers can also use the 

phone to do group quizzes. “The stu-

dents can use their phones when we 

are playing kahoot, to study for a chap-

ter,” said Drown 

 There are name cons for hav-

ing phones at school, but there is also 

many pros. Other than getting apps to 

help students in school the students 

can use their phones to record some 

lessons in class. That way they are able 

to go back over it later to study for an 

upcoming test or quiz. They can use 

the calendars on the phones to put in 

when big projects are due or when 

there’s going to be a big test. 

 Students also need their phone 

in case something goes wrong, like a 

death in the family and someone has to 

get ahold of them. 

Student have to be 

able to be in contact 

with their parents, 

especially when 

they have younger 

siblings. Their par-

ents schedules could 

change and they 

may have to go and 

pick up their sib-

lings from school.  

 There are 

many pros and cons 

to having phones in 

school. Students 

have become so reli-

ant on their phones that they disrupt 

class by either playing games or just 

notifications going off. Phones can 

also help students in school. They can 

download apps that can help them with 

school and homework. There are many 

quotes and facts, but it is up to the 

readers what they do with this infor-

mation.  

 

 

                              -9 hrs a day is spent  

             on phones 

             -3.9 years of the average person’s  

    life is spent staring at a phone. 

             -age 8-18 spends 10hrs 30min on digital  

   media a day. 

   -average person checks their phone 150 "mes a day. 

These numbers are based on na"onal studies 
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EDITORIALS 

By Ryan Odenkirk 

 In a world filled with technolo-

gy, reading seems to have lost value in 

the lives of many people. The printing 

press have been over taken by the fac-

tories creating iPhones and tablets. The 

immense amount of technological ad-

vances make reading look like a thing 

of the past. However technology may 

be the very reason reading is able to 

grow as an industry. 

 When it comes to reading, 

people are generally divided into two 

categories: Older people who think of 

reading as old, printed, dead tree 

smelling books, opposing that there is 

the younger generation who thinks of 

reading as on an IPad or a Kindle. The 

bookstores are a dying breed. It’s a 

small ember trying to rekindle but it 

eventually be extinguished by the mass 

collections of other ways to read 

books.  

 Books have been an integral 

part of American history since its con-

ception. Where would America be 

without novels such as Catcher in the 

Rye, Great Gatsby, or anything by 

American writers such as Edgar Allan 

Poe, Mark Twain, or, one of Mr. Ston-

er’s personal favorites, Ernest Heming-

way?  

 However as more technology 

is released there’s less need for physi-

cal copies of books when people have 

the option of thousands of books on a 

single device, such as a Kindle, as op-

posed to having an entire bookshelf 

taking up room in your home. People 

are able to carry thousands of books in 

their bags instead of lugging around a 

hundred books by having just one de-

vice.  

 While this may lead people to 

believe that the book publishing indus-

try is going downhill, all this technolo-

gy is actually leading to more books 

being written. Without the hassle of 

having to go through a publisher and 

printing company, people are able to 

get their content out to world much 

more easily than in previous genera-

tions. There are websites, such as 

Wattpad, so people can share their 

works with the world. People being 

able to spread their stories shows that 

technology is actually helping as op-

posed to hindering the love of reading.  

The importance of reading 

Black History every month 

By Arielle Cameron 

As we all know, February is 

Black History Month. While it is awe-

some to have a designated time to 

learn about the history of a people who 

have been historically disenfranchised, 

too often it is the only time. It is im-

portant that we do not limit our educa-

tion about Black history to only one 

month out of the year. Just because it 

is now March does not mean we 

should stop the conversation about 

Black history, because Black history is 

American history.  

Education is powerful. Assata 

Shakur said, “No one is going to give 

you the education you need to over-

throw them. Nobody is going to teach 

you your true history, teach you your 

true heroes, if they know that that 

knowledge will help set you free.” Our 

society silences the voices that dare to 

speak out, and all too often it leads to a 

lack of knowledge of the history of 

oppressed people. 

We need to go further in depth 

in our studies of Black history. We all 

know about Martin Luther King, but 

how many of us know about Bayard 

Rustin? We never talk about when the 

Philadelphia police dropped a bomb on 

the house where MOVE (a black liber-

ation group) was located, killing elev-

en people (including five children.) 

Did you know that one in four cow-

boys were Black? Many people do not, 

as Hollywood whitewashed the Old 

West. The Black Panthers had over 60 

programs to provide mutual aid to their 

communities, including free breakfast 

for children. 

The days of segregation ended 

fairly recently, especially when you 

consider that there were 245 years of 

slavery and100 years of legal discrimi-

nation with Black Codes and Jim Crow 

laws. Ruby Bridges, the first African-

American child to desegregate William 

Frantz Elementary School, is only 62 

years old today.  

Continued on page 9             
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By Laine Heffelfinger 

 Welcome back, my dedicated 

disciples. Let me first apologize for the 

pepe picture in my last article. I didn’t 

add that, you know I wouldn’t stoop to 

such degeneracy. Now, flip those emo 

bangs out of your eyes and check out 

this new guide. Now, I know you all 

followed my last article to a T and dis-

owned anyone who didn’t, so I know 

this guide will further enhance your 

journey to enlightenment. Unfortu-

nately, I will have to ask you to aban-

don your emo ways, and take up these 

new methods. I know by now you’re 

probably sweating under your fedora 

and fingerless gloves, so let’s get start-

ed. 

 The first step to achieve ulti-

mate popularity is to step up your fash-

ion game. Throw away those converse, 

designer jeans, and sweatshirts, be-

cause now you are going to shop for 

all your clothes in that one section 

where they sell 15 packs of uncomfort-

able Hanes underwear. You’re going 

to have to wear a plain grey shirt, 

sometimes with a pocket, mom jeans 

(which you will tuck the shirt into), a 

leather belt, a hip holster for your cell 

phone, and unnecessarily heavy boots 

for a public school. Now, this might be 

a difficult adjustment for most people, 

as this specific outfit has been shown 

to release more pheromones than any 

other outfit, causing all the girls to 

swoon for you when you walk by. 

TRUST ME, it works. 

 The second step is to achieve 

the preppiest haircut of all time. What 

could this haircut be? It’s obviously 

the most elite haircut of all time: The 

frosted tip mullet. Legends tell of 

times when men have looked upon the 

frosted tips of infinite wisdom and 

been driven to madness. I know this is 

a big change from the sidebangs, but it 

will be worth it. Always remember 

that you have to keep it covered by a 

trucker cap, though. If you don’t keep 

it covered, you may blind your fellow 

classmates. 

 The third step is going to cost 

you some money. Sorry everyone, but 

transcendence doesn’t come cheap. 

You’re going to have to run to Best 

Buy and buy a JBL tube speaker. Next, 

you will put the speaker in your book-

bag, where normal kids have their 

homework, and constantly blare rap 

music. If you thought you could get 

away with rappers whose songs you 

can understand, you’re dead wrong. 

You have to play songs that sound like 

someone grunting into a mic at very 

high speeds with Michael J. Fox trying 

to draw on a chalkboard in the back-

ground. If you want a starter pack, I 

would recommend Desiigner. Any 

song by Desiigner. Any. 

 If you’ve gotten this far, con-

gratulations! You’re just a couple steps 

away now. Now you need to upgrade 

your vocabulary. Normal people say 

things like “man”, “dude”, 

“laquandeshawndria”. You are obvi-

ously above these people, and should 

speak as such. You need to say things 

like “bub”, “skater”, “hooligan”, and 

“buster”. If you say these four key 

words, your popularity is going to sky-

rocket faster than our national debt 

currently is. 

 Due to limitations, this must 

be my last point. The guide will con-

tinue in the next issue though, so fear 

not. The last step for this week is to 

bring your beyblades to school every 

day and constantly battle other people. 

This can’t just be normal Beyblade 

though, you have to mix it with 

Pokemon and Yu-Gi-Oh to have the 

ultimate boost to your popularity. If 

anyone asks what you’re doing, you 

can probably just hiss at them or some-

thing and they’ll go away.  

 Well my children, I have is-

sued my decree to you. Go forth and 

follow these commandments as your 

laws. I wish you good luck in your 

popularity, and I will enlighten you 

again next edition. 

Laine’s declassified school survival guide 

Continued from page 8 

Interracial marriage was illegal 

until only 50 years ago. We have come 

very far in recent years, and we still 

have so much further to go. Racism is 

still alive today in the forms of housing 

and job discrimination, lack of repre-

sentation, the school-to-prison pipe-

line, police brutality, and mass incar-

ceration. 

I encourage all of you to learn 

more about Black history, not just in 

February, but every month. Learn 

about the things that no one teaches or 

talks about. Ask questions and share 

your ideas. The first step to revolution 

is education. 
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Senior interview: Morgan Temple 

By Morgan Graham 

 Are you ready to graduate? 

Yes, I am ready to get out of here and 

go start my life and meet new people. I 

mean, I’m going to miss everyone I’m 

leaving behind but I can always still 

come back.  

How do you feel about your last year 

playing softball? 

It sucks and really hard I’ve played 

softball since I was a kid so I’m shut-

ting a door to something major in my 

life. I definitely know I’m going to 

miss all the memories and the coaches, 

and all the people I became friends 

with.  

What are you most excited about for 

the season? 

I’m excited to see how well this year is 

going to turn out for our team. I really 

think that were going to do really good 

this year and do our best.  

Do you know what college you’re 

going to? 

Well I have two choices I can go to 

Heidelberg University or I can go to 

Rio Grande. I’m stuck between these 

two cause Rio is three hours away 

from home and Heidelberg is only 

hour and a half.  So I’m basically de-

bating on if I want to be far away from 

home.  

Are you mentally prepared for col-

lege? 

I have no idea what to expect for col-

lege. I’m just ready for three classes a 

day and the rest of the day off. I’m 

ready to get out of here and start my 

life and meet a lot of new people.  
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By Gavin McIntire 

Last Friday, one of the most 

creative indie-pop acts of our day (in 

this writer’s not so humble opinion), alt

-J, teased 30 seconds of new music, 

their first since 2014. Now, they have 

unleashed the first single from their 

third album, RELAXER. The song, 

3ww, is a slow burn of a track, and 

signifies a thematic shift for the band, 

who became over reliant on their 

unique sound and song structure.  

 On 3ww, at-J have performed 

a clever course correction from the 

bloated nature of their previous album, 

2014’s This Is All Y ours. The track 

opens with an ambient acoustic guitar 

loop that continues for over a minute. 

Backed by a slightly off electronic 

beat, instruments slowly grow to ac-

company the entrancing guitar. The 

sound is calming, and a low synthetic 

rumble builds in the background of the 

songs intro.  

 It is well over a minute before 

the bands iconic vocals are heard. Like 

usual, the lyrics are hidden by the 

unique vocal style. With the entrance 

of vocals, the track begins to take a 

much more melodic shift. The ambi-

ence is broken by the massive mix of 

orchestration the comes alongside the 

chorus, which is, for lack of a better 

word, beautiful. The orchestration 

leaves as quickly as it is introduced, 

and fades into a breathtaking guitar and 

piano part, accompanied by singer Joe 

Newman’s voice as he lets out the 

songs most clear lyrics, “I just want to 

love you in my own language,” which 

admittedly sends chills up and down 

my back each time I hear it. 

 The song also features fantas-

tic male/female vocals in its second 

half, which enhances the song even 

further. It is also worth noting that re-

leasing this song as a single may be the 

most ballsy move made by the band 

yet, as it is not only unviable as a sin-

gle, but leaves behind much of the 

bands signature sound. I applaud them 

for taking a chance, and the results are 

beautiful. 

Alt-J make their chilling return 

Should we go back to the bartering system? 

By Mike Serrato 

 The bartering system. Used by 

pre-industrialized humans, and pre-K 

kids alike looking for a better meal 

than what was given to them by their 

parents. While it was deemed very suc-

cessful back in the olden days of yore, 

it is now a primitive form of an econo-

my that is now only used by Amazoni-

an war tribes. (Cue the smoke, fire-

works, hardcore rock music, and face 

paint) BUT NOW, AT THIS VERY 

MOMENT, I’M ABOUT TO TAKE 

YOU THROUGH A JOURNEY ON 

WHY WE NEED TO TAKE A STEP 

BACK FROM REALITY, AND GO 

BACK IN TIME TO THE DAYS OF 

OLD.  

 Back in the day, you didn’t 

have people going into major debt be-

cause of college, or living off of tax 

money from the far superior hard 

working 1%. Back then, you didn’t 

have inflation. BACK THEN, you did-

n’t have ‘Murica being 19 trillion dol-

lars in debt thanks to that stoopid hed 

Bama bein a dum dum president. Now 

that I have given you the problems 

with our current form of economy in 

the world, I’m about to tell you why 

we need to stop giving a piece of paper 

value. 

 You can’t go into debt, be-

cause you get what you give immedi-

ately.  

 Everyone is equal in wealth. 

We can get rid of that got dang income 

tax that is robbing the far superior 

wealthy class. 

 So now that I have given you 

these reasons for why we need to go 

back. I propose that we must march to 

the capital and tell The Donald that we 

are no longer slaves to a piece of pa-

per, but instead are taking back our 

true liberty we deserve. SO PEOPLE 

OF THE COMMONWEALTH, JOIN 

ME IN THIS GLORIOUS UPRISING 

TO TAKE. BACK. YOUR. FREE-

DOM!!!!!! 
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Spicy talk with Srirach 

 HEY WHAT’S UP GUYS, 

SPICE GUY HERE, AND TODAY 

WE GOT SOME SICK NASTY 

STUFF TO TALK ABOUT THIS 

WEEK. JK LOL this article will prob-

ably be uber garbage, but that’s just 

how it goes in this day and age of 

HARDCORE JOURNALISM. Oh 

boy, what am I going to talk about this 

week? Wait a minute. That’s it. I know 

exactly what I’m going to talk about 

now. Punishment in the school system. 

But spice guy, all you do is talk about 

punishing underclassmen. But spice 

guy, I thought you were going to get 

deported. But spice guy, I heard that 

you lost all your brain cells and are 

now illiterate. But spice guy… 

ENOUGH you foul unchivalrous 

swine!! This article will be none of the 

past writings I have done, but instead it 

will be quite possibly the greatest piece 

of writing in the span of human histo-

ry.  

 Now punishment in the 

Loudonville school district. Where do I 

start? How about I drop a few adjec-

tives on you to summarize it. Stupid. 

Idiotic. Illogical. Waste of time. I 

could go on, but I think you the reader 

get the point. Let us begin with one 

that teachers seem to love to use of the 

student body. ISS or In School Suspen-

sion, or as I prefer to call it, It’s Super 

Stupid. Whoever thought that this was 

a good type of punishment quite hon-

estly probably thinks that the Earth is 

exactly 2017 years old too. It is just an 

all-day study hall that accomplishes 

nothing at all, and on top of that, some 

students actually want to have ISS just 

so they can do nothing. Now I don’t 

know how that sounds to you, but to 

me, that is basically rewarding bad 

behavior.  

 I think that I have found that 

perfect solution to punishment in our 

school. Get rid of ISS, OSS, detention, 

and ESAT. Now bear with me here, I 

know this will sound crazy, but if we 

do this I believe that this will solve the 

problem that all schools have with 

problematic children. What we need to 

do is allow teachers to just go ahead 

and ban a student from their room. Stu-

dent won’t listen to you? BANNED. 

Student is late to class? BOOM 

BANNED. Student just looked at you 

weird? BANISH HIM TO THE 

SHADOW REALM. This is the most 

full proof plan that has ever been creat-

ed, because if a student gets banned 

from three classes, welp, I guess the 

only thing left to do is banish them 

from the school entirely. Think about 

how much this will benefit the United 

States as a whole, because these kids 

can begin their adulthood working 

manual labor jobs such as factory 

work, or McDonalds fryer cleaner. Un-

employment will lower to zero and the 

United States debt will drop down to -

5 trillion dollars. Don’t believe me? 

Look at China. Students who show no 

will to do well are forced to drop out 

and work in factories. And look at how 

their economy is doing. Sooo it’s a 

pretty solid idea if you ask me, but if 

you don’t agree then you’re probably 

just a stupid tar tar who gets your news 

off of InfoWars and thinks the lizard 

people are running our government. 

Lowkey though, lizard people are 

probably real, but that’s another issue 

among itself. Until next time my fel-

low Deadbird followers. Until next 

time.  


